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Matthew 25:31–46 (EHV)
31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit
on his glorious throne. 32 All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will separate them one from another, as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will
put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 Then the King will say to those on
his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. 36 I
was lacking clothes and you clothed me. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in
prison and you visited me.’
37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed
you, or thirsty and give you a drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and welcome you,
or lacking clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit
you?’
40 “The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did it for one of the
least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’
41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels. 42 For I was hungry and
you did not give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give me anything to drink. 43 I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and you did not clothe me,
sick and in prison and you did not take care of me.’
44 “Then they will also answer, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or lacking clothes or sick or in prison and did not serve you?’
45 “At that time he will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you: Just as you did not do it for
one of the least of these, you did not do it for me.’ 46 And they will go away to eternal
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”
Dear fellow redeemed: This is one of Jesus’ sermons that is most quoted, usually in support of a so-called “social gospel” theology, that Jesus’ teaching was centered on helping the
poor in order to get to heaven, or to bring heaven on earth.
In reaction to such “works righteousness” we often interpret these verses according to the
scriptural teaching that in Christ, all that we do in faith is counted as righteousness, while nothing
that an unbeliever does is done out of love for God is therefore intrinsically sinful.
The works-righteousness understanding is, of course, false, but the reaction to it is just
that, a reaction, and therefore doesn’t lead to a thorough understanding of the text, so let’s start
from the beginning to see
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I. Take Care of Jesus’ Brothers
This is the last part of Jesus’ discourse on the consummation of the age, which began in
chapter 24 of St. Matthew. As such, it tells us on what basis people will enter the kingdom. It has
to do with the way we treat Jesus’ brothers. 40 “The King will answer them, ‘Amen I tell you:
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Just as you did it for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’ Entering
the kingdom in the resurrection depends upon how we treat the brothers of Jesus.
So who are the brothers of Jesus? If we look through the gospel of Matthew, we see that
He always uses this term ADELPHOS, brother, in reference to His disciples, as, for example, in
12:49-50 “Stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and
my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister
and mother.”” (Matthew 12:49–50, CSB)
So people are separated into the righteous and the unrighteous according to the way they
treat the followers of Christ.
We also see this in Jesus’ Mission Discourse in Chapter 10. First He sends out the twelve
without a bag, extra shirt, or food, depending on those who hear the gospel to take care of them.
He sums up, ““The one who welcomes you welcomes me, and the one who welcomes me
welcomes him who sent me. Anyone who welcomes a prophet because he is a prophet
will receive a prophet’s reward. And anyone who welcomes a righteous person because
he’s righteous will receive a righteous person’s reward. And whoever gives even a cup
of cold water to one of these little ones because he is a disciple, truly I tell you, he will
never lose his reward.”” (Matthew 10:40–42, CSB)
II. What Happens on Judgment Day
With this in mind, we can look again at the lesson.
On the last day, Christ will return, as we confess, to judge the living and the dead. The
dead will rise, and all nations will stand before Him. He will come in glory with all His angels and
be enthroned before those who are living and those who have been raised from the dead. All
nations will be divided into the righteous and the unrighteous. To those on His right He will say,
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.
He says why. It has to do with they way they treated those who teach the word. ‘Amen I
tell you: Just as you did it for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it for me.’
So, those who welcomed the pastors, teachers, prophets, Sunday school teachers, evangelists,
and so on are those who rise unto eternal life, for they live and act in faith.
But those who despised Christ’s brothers, the ministers of reconciliation, stand cursed,
for they live and act in unbelief, 41 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me,
you who are cursed, into the eternal fire, which is prepared for the Devil and his angels.
42 For I was hungry and you did not give me food to eat. I was thirsty and you did not give
me anything to drink. 43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, lacking clothes and
you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not take care of me.’
It is interesting that Jesus doesn’t say that their fate hinges not only on attentiveness to
their teaching, but on the way they were treated. But this is consistent with the way Jesus elsewhere characterizes the experience of preachers: “Greet a household when you enter it, and
if the household is worthy, let your peace be on it; but if it is unworthy, let your peace
return to you. If anyone does not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off
your feet when you leave that house or town. Truly I tell you, it will be more tolerable on
the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town.” (Matthew
10:12–15, CSB)
III. Our Lesson for Today
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As you can see, there is much for us to learn.
First, live in anticipation of the resurrection. For the Christian, the sentiment “Rest in
Peace” is an unfinished story. The story with the climax and the happy ending is “Rest in peace
and rise in glory!” Don’t buy into the sort of spiritualized afterlife picture of mythology, that everyone goes “up there, somewhere” in a sort of pleasant nirvana. Christ the King rose body and
soul from the grave, and so shall we, in glorious, robust, physical reality. Wait until you see this
body the way it was meant to be, glorious and immortal.
Second, this glorious resurrection, as opposed to infinite darkness and the eternal fire is
dependent upon how we treat Christ as He comes to us through those who proclaim Him. It’s
interesting how he puts it in physical as well as spiritual terms. Believers don’t just listen to their
pastors, and those who stand in Christ’s place, but as Paul writes, “Let the one who is taught
the word share all his good things with the teacher.” (Galatians 6:6, CSB)
Conversely, unbelief shows in disrespect, neglect, and general oppression of those who
speak the word of Christ. Those in our age who make it so pastors have to be bi-vocational, that
is have another job, or where it takes two congregations to support a full-time pastor are communities of unbelief who will rise on the day of judgment, be sent to the left by the King, and
commended to perdition.
And third, there is all the world between those who listen to the word of Christ as He
comes to us proclaimed, sung, and taught and those who listen to what they want to hear, what
they feel, and what they desire.
And what is the message that is heard or rejected? It is this: You are righteous by the
righteousness Christ lived, you are forgiven by the atonement Christ made, and you are His
because He purchased you by His own blood. Never stop listening, cherishing, this precious
Gospel.
AMEN
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